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t CAS ABLAN CA, Morocco 
When over-age Moroccan stu- 
dents began a protest here 
two and one-half months ago 
Against government regula- 
tions that would have had the 
effect of forcing them onto the 
sitreets, no one foresaw that 
the demonstration would turn 
into a massacre. 

t 

■ Yet the next day, after not- 
ing /finally had been brought 
under ' control by auxiliary 
troops backstopped by the reg- 
ular army,, the cost in dead 
was estimated at 600. 

! In fact, the students merely 
Supplied the spark to an al-I 
ready explosive situation that 
fexisted among unemployed 
workers in this city of one 
trillion. Perhaps half the 
adults here cannot find regu- 
lar jobs. Bidonvilles (shanty 
towns) beyond the pleasant 
tioulevards attest the fruitless 
urban migration. 

All this explains why the 
riots are blamed basically on 
dissastisfaction with deterior- 
ating economic conditions. 

Today the mood here and 
in the capital of Rabat is sub-j 
dued, but the dissatisfaction 
remains. In the countryside 
the feeling is hardly explosive 
because depression is chronic, 
but few would predict that 
there may not be a repetition 
of the outburst among city 
dwellers whose expectations 
are higher. 

Immediately after the Casa- 
blanca riots King Hassan II 
made a sober speech calling 
for a united effort to tackle 
the nation’s problems. Broad- 
ening the base of the govern- 
ment of Prime Minister 
Ahmed Bahnini was one pre- 
scription. 

But many view this as a 
mere palliative. Despite the 
poverty and illiteracy, political 
discussion here is quite, sophis- 
ticated. The 650,000-member 
Union of Moroccan Workers I 
demanded that the eonstitu-l 
tion and parliament both be 
suspended and that the King 
give a pledge to mount a 


broad program of national re- 
covery. 

Certainly the undramatic 
moves so far leave the articu- 
late representatives of Mo- 
roccan youth unimpressed. As 
in other countries, here there 
is a mystical attraction to the 
left. 

Young people constitute half : 
the 13% -million population.! 
Many talk glibly of “Social-! 
ism” as the answer, without 
knowing what they really 
mean. 

Some cite the directed ef- 
forts of President Ben Bella 
in Algeria or of President 
Nasser in Egypt as examples. 
Others point to Yugoslavia as 
a model, while in the same 
breath they affirm their op- 
position to “bolshevism.” 

What these youngsters 
really are doing is expressing 
their unhappiness with the 
existing order, in which a few 
rich families wield vast in- 
fluence and fear of offending 
some vested interest often 
frustrates basic remedies. But 
few seem to have any clear 
idea of how to promote 
change. 

Dissatisfaction, however, is 
not confined to the youth. 
Some established elements 
also believe that the constitu- 
tion should be amended to 
limit the power of the King. 

Morocco Is a constitutional 
monarchy under a charter ap- 
proved in 1962, six years after 
independence. Real power is 
concentrated in the King and 
the army, which is loyal to 
him, with a lesser center in 


royal cabinet wields more sig- 
nificant power than the parli- 
amentary cabinet. 

But the 35-year-old King 
Hasson, who succeeded his fa- 
ther, Mohamed V, in 1961, is 
unlikely to yield power will- 
mgly, notwithstanding his 
democratic outlook. No other 
leader of his authority is on 
the scene. 

Unquestionably there often 
is a great gulf between prop- 
agation of h i g h-sounding 
plans and actual execution. 
Yet in other affairs Hassan 
{ias shown leadership. He has 
lust completed, a meeting with 
Ben Bella that helped smooth 
badly inflamed Moroccan-AI 
gerian relations. 

By the same token, whether 
or not he attends the Bandung 
conference of- non-aligned 
countries m Algiers on June 
z/ > Hassan is expected to exert 
a moderating influence. He 
has expressed impatience with 
the underdeveloped mind.” 
Nominally Morocco is neu 
tral, and there is some attrac 
non to a “third world” role 
But in part because of pasl 
close association with France 
and the United States, Moroc- 
co is basically Western-orient- 
ed. 

Hassan has tried to outflank 
Egypt s President N a s s e 
whose propaganda is unwei 
| come here. Along with Tuni 
jSia and Libya,- Morocco re 
* Warned from breaking diplo- 
! matie relations with West Ger- 
I many when the Bonn govern- 


ment recognized Israel. 

I Some Ties Sought 

Hopes still flourish for a 
Maghreb feredation with Al- 
geria and Tunisia, if not in 
political affairs at least in 
economics. Meanwhile; how- 
; ever, Morocco has turned her I 
attentions southward and is 
looking for friends among 
countries of black Africa such 
as Nigeria and the French- 
speaking community. 

At the same time she toler- 
; ates Spanish city-state en- 
! claves at Ceuta and Melilla on 
| the north coast strictly as a 
bargain for Spanish support 
in opposing , border claims by 
Mauretania. 

Whatever King Hassan’s 
adroitness in foreign affairs, 
the question remains whether 
his - exertions on domestic 
problems are sufficient to get 
the country moving. 

Morocco now is seeking a 
loan to improve the phosphate 
production that is her most 
important export after agri- 
cultural crops. There is little 
evidence of effective effort to 
attract foreign capital or di- 
rect domestic capital into 
projects that might rescue the 
country from its economic 
doldrums, however. 

The trouble,” said one edu- 
cated Moroccan, “is that we 
really haven’t made a choice 
about what system we want.” 

WEDNESDAY: An Arrbic- 
speaking American informa- 
tion officer is a hit on Moroc- 
can television. 



